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We read for many
reasons. In the
grocery store we squint
at the tiny numbers on
the side of a package
to discover the calories
and contents, so we can
make an intelligent pur-
chasing decision. Read-
ing the label for simple
information. We open
a novel on the bedside
table looking for amuse-
ment and experience a
temporary  distraction.
At the library and in the
classroom we pour over
a weighty volume aim-
ing to increase our store
of knowledge. But when
we turn to Scripture, we
have a purpose beyond
information, entertain-
ment, or education. For
God intends the Bible
to be a book of transfor-
mation.

How do you read the
Bible? If you only read
it in the third person,
observing what a par-
ticular character does or
says, then there is a fur-
ther adventure awaiting
you. You can move from
observation to partici-
pation. For the biblical
stories and events con-

stitute a Great Story that is
actually our story. When
we read the Bible auto-
biographically, in the first
person, then we enter into
the reality of God’s saving
purposes. We sense that
the Lord is addressing us,
challenging us, and direct-
ing us. We are changed.
During Advent we will
study once again the nar-
rative of our Savior’s
birth, when God came
near. | invite you to en-
ter into these great events
with your imagination
working and your heart
open. Feel the bumps on
the long donkey ride from
Nazareth to Bethlehem.
Blink your eyes into daz-
zling wakefulness as the
angelic chorus tears open
the skies above the star-
tled sheep. Let your heart
palpitate and your blood
run cold as you deceive
the murderous Herod.
Marvel as your backyard
stable becomes a mater-
nity ward. God’s salvation
is not a theory or a doc-
trine delivered by special
carrier or digital wizardry,
it is a real human event, a
genuine life, that changes
and encompasses all other

human events, making
it possible for our lives
to become more genu-
ine too. May God bless
your reading and living
this Advent.

Yours in faith,
David

Advent 2009

November 28th & 29th
The Way of Waiting
Matthew 25:1-12

December 5th & 6th
The Way of Wilderness
Luke 3:1-20

December 12th & 13th
The Way of Surprise
Luke 1:26-38

December 19th & 20th
The Way of Return
Matthew 1:18-25

December 24th
The Bethlehem Way
Luke 2:1-20

December 26th & 27th
The Wise Way
Matthew 2:1-12
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR A Christmas Eve
FESTNE €NENING FOR ALL CHURCH ADULTS Services
- SPONSORED BY THE DEACONS

‘DANCING WITH THE  famy scevine
gTA R g” “Bethlehem Rocks”

A Christmas Musical
SATURDAY. JANUARY 3OTH tmas Music
(615 PIM. - FOLLOWING WORSHIP Sepuice) L he Children’s Choirs

WATCH OUR OWN “STARS” PERFORM. .. g
PARTICIPATE AND LEARN A FEW DANCE STeps...  Traditional Worship
**NO DANCE PARTNER NEEDEDI*** & Candlelight Service
’ Music
IF YOU CANT DANCE, COME AND ENJOY THE Jt. & Sr. High Choirs
MUSIC AND THE FUNI
Sounds of Truth
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CHILD CARE AND TRANSPORTATION, IF NEEDED.

(MUST SIGN UP PRIOR TO EUENT) 9:00 & 11:00 pm
Traditional Worship
ATTENTION. I DANCING IS YOUR FORTE AND YOU & Candlelight Services
WOULD LIKE TO BE ONE Music
* OF OUR “STARS”, PLEASE

The Sanctuary Choir

I T LET TORY KNOWII
** December 26th
F * Saturday Celebration
. 5:00 pm
E Christmas Bereavement P
Communion in the Chapel December 27th
December 4th at 3:00 pm 10:00 am Only

If you have come to "Good Grief
Groups" ever at PCTR OR are griev-
ing a loved one recently or long ago,
come to this special worship service.

Those of the current groups, "Faith" If you would [Iike to give a
and "Peace,” will be participating, Christmas Poinsettia in
along with some members of previ- memory of a loved one, please
ous groups "Hope" and "Love." Rev. use one of the flower envelopes
Elizabeth Edwards will be serving the in the pew holders.
communion, with Elder Anne Joynt's The deadline is Sunday,
assistance. This is our third year for December 13th and the cost
this occasion. is $10.00 per poinsettia
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Christmas Theatre Outing
Surflight Theatre on
Saturday, December 12th

n Saturday, December 12th, some 30 of us

will be meeting at Buckalew's for lunch and
then going over to the 2:00 matinee of Ebenezer
at Surflight a block or two away. This is a wonder-
ful opportunity to become more into the Christmas
mood! Rides will be arranged if anyone is unable to
drive him or herself. The cost is $37 for lunch and
play combined. The sign up sheet and red envelope
for checks (made out to PCTR, with "Surflight"
on notation line) is to the left of Elizabeth's office
in the Chapel hallway. Sign up now while space
remains! We've enjoyed similar outings to Long
Beach Island; don't miss this one!

FOOD, FOOD, AND
MORE FOOD!

ur Food Pantry has been blessed with so much

faithful giving of food. We are amazed by how
much food is donated each week. As the demand for
more food baskets has grown you have risen to the
challenge. In October alone over 500 people were
helped. Without the generous support of our mem-
bers, neighbors and community organizations we
could not meet the overwhelming need.
We thank you all and ask for your continued support
in this season of Christmas and into the New Year.
In these difficult financial times the need continues
to grow. Pass the word to any group or organization
you may be involved with that food is needed! To-
gether we can continue to make a difference.

Update from the
Finance Commission

10 months ended October 2009
General Operating Fund:

Operating Fund Receipts $1,018,725

Operating Fund Disbursements $(1,064,405)
YTD Deficit $ (45,680)

Master Plan Fund:

Total Revenues $ 151,115

Total Expenses $(278,521)
YTD Deficit $(127,406)

We need to increase our giving in November and De-
cember to offset the 10 month deficit. We ask you to
prayerfully reflect on the fiancés of the church and to
review your own ability to make an additional contri-
bution.

End of Year Catch-Up

As the year comes to a close, our per capita offering
is extremely low. We have received only just under
$12,000 of the $94,000 that the Presbytery would hope
for. We remind each of you that this offering goes to
the work of the Monmouth Presbytery, the Synod and
General Assembly. As a part of the Presbyterian Church
U.S.A., members are asked to give this per capital of-
fering to help all the churches stay connected. In this
tought times, if it is difficult for you to give the entire
per capita amount of $34.92 per member, even a por-
tion of what your family may be responsible for would
be very helpful.

Mark Your Calendars

On Sunday, December 27th, a brief congregational meeting will be held in the Sanctuary following the
10:00 am service in order to present a proposal to refinance the mortgages on the church property and
House of Hope. The refinancing will allow us to secure lower interest rates and reduce overall costs. Please

plan to attend.
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Church School
“Good News"”

On December 14th at 4:00 pm will be our
Church School Christmas Program, “Good
News!” The children will share with you the
amazing ways the “Good News” of Jesus’
birth has changed our world and continues
to transform lives. Telling the stories of the
many touched by the Christ Child in India,
Africa and here in Camden, we witness the
power of our Lord. Don’t miss our messen-
gers of “Good News” when our youngest an-
gels sing out loud “Glory to God!”

AIM Club
"Bethlehem Rocks"

ZmAZAO - — T 0O

On Christmas Eve our AIM Club choirs
will present the musical “Bethlehem
Rocks” at both the 4:00 pm and 5:30 pm
services. The musical tells the story of a
group of children who show some disen-
chanted youth what Christmas is all about.
The children do it their way — where Beth-
lehem really rocks!

@0

The Mustard Seeds
Playgroup

Created exclusively for our
"Smallest Seeds”
Ages 1-5 & their parents

What fun we have each time we
come together. At Mustard Seeds
Playgroup, children and their parent
or grandparent enjoy time playing in
the gym filled with foys, Bible story
time and have fun singing and play-
ing instruments and a craft time
that reinforces our theme.

= -1 C O =<

Join us in
Fellowship Hall
Friday, December 4th &
Friday, January 8th
9:30 - 11:00 am
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Children Ministry Calendar

December 4th
Mustard Seeds - 9:30 am
Fellowship Hall
December 6th
Get Ready for Christmas Luncheon
12:30 pm
December 12th
Church School Dress Rehearsal
for 1st - 5th graders
9:30-11:00 am
December 13th
Church School Christmas
Program
4:00 pm
December 15th
AIM Club Dress Rehearsal
4:15-6:30 pm
December 24th
AIM Club Christmas Eve
4:00 & 5:30 pm
January 3rd - Church School Resumes
January 5th - AIM Club Resumes
January 8th - Mustard Seeds
January 13th -Star Club Resumes

Youth Mission Fund
Woreath Sale

Our youth have carefully
decorated a wreath for you! Even if you
have not pre-ordered, you can come and
pick out a wreath for just $20. Remember,
you are not only getting a wreath you are
helping our youth mission team to “show
mercy” to their brothers and sisters in need.
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FISH on Retreat

To think that over 50 youth would take a

whole weekend out of their busy schedule
to go and talk about, sing about, and pray
to God for the weekend is amazing. That
is indeed one of the blessings we experi-
ence here at PCTR. Our youth show us the
impact of God in a person’s life and how
dramatic it is. Each one of these young
people has developed a deep spiritual life.
They look forward to the time away with
other Christians to share both the fun and
the study together.

As always our Sr. Highs are busy deco-
rating and selling wreaths to raise funds to
support their upcoming summer mission
trip. Your support of our youth by buying
a wreath means so much to them. Togeth-
er we are able to make a difference in the
lives of those God calls us to reach out to
each summer.

Confirmation Sunday
January 10th at 11:30 am

Close to 40 youth will be confirmed af-
ter completing an intensive time of study.
They have visited homebound members
and many have attended our Senior High
Retreat. Each student is in the process of
writing their Statement of Faith, which will
be available for you to read the day of their
confirmation. Please keep each one of our
Confirmands in your prayers as they com-
plete their statements. We encourage you
to read all of their statements that will be
on display during January and make every
effort to come to the
11:30 worship ser-
vice on January 10th
to show your love and
support as they take
this important step in
their faith journey.

Cast Hits the Beach

Our Jr. Highs went out in force to plant
dune grass as a part of their service project
during the Lock-in. Over 45 youth hit the
beach with a vengeance to help preserve
our great shoreline. Our youth are amazing
servants, not a one of them grumbled or
complain even though the wind was whip-
ping the sand around. They were ready to
tackle what ever was before them. Great
job CAST members, you have made us
proud and God is so very please by your
dedication. If you know a CAST member
give them a big “thank-you” for the work
done in Christ’s name.

In December CAST will continue their
service by the decorating of wreaths and
visiting members in their homes and bring-
ing some Christmas cheer. Our discus-
sion times will be focusing on the Gospel
of John. We are always welcoming new
youth each week so it is never too late to
joinin.

Youth Ministry Calendar
Jr. High Bible Study
Saturday at 5:00 pm - the River
Sunday at 10:00 am - Mission Room
Sr. High Bible Study
Sunday at 10:00 - the River

CAST Resumes January 6th
5:00pm Jr High Bells - the Sanctuary
5:30pm Jr High Choir -
Small Rehearsal Room
6:15pm Dinner for Jr High Music
Participants in the Creation Room
6:30pm CAST begins in the River

FISH Resumes January 6th
5:30pm Sr High Bells - Sanctuary
6:00pm Sr High Choir
Large Rehearsal Room
6:45pm Dinner for Sr High Music
Participants in the Creation Room
7:00pm FISH begins in the River

December/January 2010
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Enrich Your Christmas Season!
Enrichment - Sunday Mornings 11:15 in the Haven

Two Advent Programs:

On 6 December we will have a power point
presentation on MARY the Mother of Je-
sus, with paintings that have been created
over the centuries of this woman. There
will also be some discussion on the differ-
ent role she plays in the Protestant Church
vs. the Catholic Church where she is so cen-
tral. Are we losing out?! References will of
course be made to the New Testament pas-
sages and post-NT ones that speak of Mary.
Come join us!

Then the following Sunday, 13 December,
at 11:15 (to 12:30), we will have a discus-
sion on the theological aspects of the play
Ebenezer seen by some the preceding after-
noon. Since, however, this play is based on
the totally familiar story by Dickens (The
Christmas Carol. everyone will be able to
participate as they wish. Come for this Ad-
vent time of fellowship!

Encounters Along the Way

will begin again on January 17, 2010

January

After the two Advent Programs and after
Christmas the class will resume its study,
with DVD, of Confronting the Controver-
sies by Adam Hamilton. In November we
considered the issue of Church and State
and began a consideration of evolution.
We will return to this excellent study that
gives a Biblical perspective on these sig-
nificant questions affecting our life today
on 17 January, at the usual Enrichment
time of 11:15 - 12:30 IN THE HAVEN. Is-
sues to be addressed and discussed in 2010
will be Death Penalty, Euthanasia, Prayer
in Schools, Abortion,and Homosexuality.
You may join us for just one session if you
wish, but of course consistent participation
is preferable. Try for one class and perhaps
you will want to continue! All are welcome.
Ask a member of the class or Elizabeth to
know how schedule is proceeding.

The Encounters along the Way group, which meets from 9:45 — 11:00 a.m., will begin the
New Year with a six-week study of Max Lucado’s Next Door Savior — Near Enough to
Touch — Strong Enough to Trust. Just as Jesus walked the streets of Nazareth and Jeru-
salem, he’s walking our streets today. Are you stressed, poor or lonely? He understands
because he’s been there. Unsure of the future? Upset that friends have let you down? He’s
been there, too. As Max Lucado points out, “Whatever you are facing, he knows how you
feel.... When you turn to him for help, he runs to you to help.” Just like a good neighbor,
Jesus is eager to open his door. All we have to do is knock. Anyone can join this study.
Come for some or all of the sessions, which are being led by Pat Grill.

Thursday Morning Bible Study

Christmas Party in the Haven

The final class for 2009 - on Luke - will be a Christmas
Party on December 17th at the regular time of 9:30 BUT IN

THE HAVEN! If you have ever come to this class, feel free . - :

to join us! There will be games about Luke, carol singing,
snacks and desserts, and Christmas spirit in the fellowship!




Growth is the goal of the Christian. Maturity is mandatory.
The apostle Peter tells us to
“...grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”” (2 Peter 3:18)

If you are the same Christian you were a few months ago — you might need to check your spiritual habits.
Four habits worth having are: prayer, study, giving, and fellowship.

We invite you to work on the habits of study and fellowship with us on Monday nights at LIF. LIF (Living in
Faith) is an active and growing Adult Education opportunity. Adults meet at 6:30 on Monday nights for a ca-
tered Dinner - participate in Worship and Singing at 7:00 — and at 7:15 move to one of four Study Group
opportunities.

Starting January 18, 2010 — make LIF part of your Christian growth pattern.
Join one of these four studies:

The Omega Class will use The Bethel Bible Series which
is an excellent tool to enhance the biblical literacy. The
study uses a historical approach to the Hebrew-Christian
heritage of faith with an overview of the New Testament.
The study of Scriptures in the context of the period in
which they were written brings a great understanding of
the biblical narrative. This 10-week study will include
these topics: Justification, | and Il Thessalonians, | and
I, Corinthians, The Church, I and Il Timothy, | Peter,
“False Teaching,” (Colossians, James, Il Peter, | and 1l
John, Jude), Sanctification, The Second Coming.

Each class involves a lesson, a time for looking at Scrip-
ture, a time of discussion and a time for questions. This
course speaks to everyone — regardless of how much or
how little you have studied the Bible before. This study is
led by Pat Grill, Bill Gould and Nadia Herman.

The Beta Class is a book study and discussion on
living out our faith today. They will be reading books
by modern Christian writers. This study is led by Iver
Kennedy and Liz Thomson.

The Quest Class is a men’s ministry study group that
provides men with an encouraging process of how to
live lives of authentic manhood as modeled by Jesus
and directed by God’s word. This group uses a cur-
riculum that is developed by Dr. David Joynt, and
will be led by Dr. David Joynt and Peter Thomson.

The Gamma Class is a study group geared for those
who wish to go deeper into theological issues. They
will be reading and discussing Reformed Doctrine of
Predestination by Loraine Boettner. This study will
led by Chris Reynolds.

Looking Ahead . . .

FEBRUARY RETREAT: FORGIVENESS: ITS JOY AND ITS CHALLENGE:

This one-day retreat on Saturday, 6 February, 9:00 - 3:00 will take place at Christ Episcopal Church. Some
members of the Enrichment class will help Elizabeth plan and execute this special time together, which will cul-
minate in Communion together in the Church's lovely Chapel. The cost will cover simply any morning coffee
and snacks plus the sandwiches to be provided at lunch time. The topic of Forgiveness can never be exhausted
because of its utter centrality in the theology of our faith and because of the demand Jesus gives us to live an
accepting and forgiving life. Sometimes it takes literally YEARS to fumB his demand in some particular situ-
ation, but it is never too late to bring the matter up again to yourself and be freed from the burden. Watch for a
sign up sheet! But put date down now in your calendar; there will be a limited number of participants.

December/January 2010
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Adult Ministries (cont'd.)

Couples’ Retreat Highlights

Offering a time for spiritual renewal is vital to our
Christian growth. At PCTR this past fall we hosted a
Couples’ Retreat experience. In addition to offering
our All Church Retreat, our Men’s Retreat and our
Women’s Retreat, we expanded to meet the needs of
the Christian couples in our midst.

On October 16 & 17 at PCTR, 17 couples signed
on to “Fireproof Your Marriage.” This interactive
experience, which included a Friday night dinner
and Saturday morning breakfast, used a combina-
tion of film segments (from “Fireproof”)and discus-
sion time to challenge couples to love better, to love
first and to love for a lifetime.

In a world where emotions and selfishness rule
— Rev. Tory Pruner led the discussions which ad-
dressed the REAL meaning of love and sacrifice.
This was a great time for reflection, study, laughter
and fellowship.

Connected to the film “Fireproof” is a powerful
book entitled The Love Dare. It
is a 40-day challenge for husbands and wives to un-
derstand and practice unconditional love. Whether
your marriage is hanging by a thread or healthy and
strong, The Love Dare is a journey you might want
to take. It’s a way to learn the keys to finding true
intimacy and developing a dynamic marriage. If
you would like to “Take the dare!” we have books
available at the church and we will be having some
follow-up opportunities for Couples at PCTR.

IHN Giving Tree is Here ™

Book Discussion set for
January 24, 2010 in the Haven
12:30 p.m. with a Light Lunch

""Out of the Black Shadows — the Amazing

Transformation of Stephen Lungu™
by Stephen Lungu and Anne Coomes

Stephen Lungu preached at PCTR last year —and moved
us with his testimony. This book gives us the rest of his
story.

Stephen was the oldest son of a teenage mother,
married off to a much older man by her parents, and
living in a black township in Zimbabwe. When he was
three, his mother ran away, leaving him, and his younger
brother and sister, in the reluctant care of an aunt. By
eleven Stephen too had run away, preferring life on the
streets.

To survive, he slept under bridges and scavenged
food from white folks” dustbins. As a teenager he was
recruited into one of the urban gangs, called the Black
Shadows, which ran a program of theft and thuggery
with a half-focused dream of revolution. When a travel-
ing evangelist came to town, Stephen was sent to fire
bomb the event, carrying his bag of bombs and mingling
with the crowd.

Instead of throwing bombs he stayed to listen...
what followed was more amazing than fiction. Read his
story and join us for lunch and discussion!

Among the reminders that Christmas is approaching is the Giving Tree, outside Fellowship Hall. The tree is
decorated with gift tags that tell clothing items and sizes, as well as toys, that Interfaith Hospitality families

have included on their wish lists.

Simply take a tag from the Giving Tree outside Fellowship Hall, purchase the gift men-
tioned, and return the UNWRAPPED gift to the boxes by the Tree. Deadline for gifts is Sunday,
December 6%, After that, a group of Santa’s helpers will wrap the gifts and deliver them to the

lucky families before Christmas.

Let’s make this another banner year for helping families in need. Share your many bless-'

ings and spread happiness this Christmas season!

December/January 2010
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Ocean Classic Concerts’
welcomes cellist Evan Drachman
and pianist Richard Dowling
January 31st at 4:00 pm

ellist Evan Drachman

has combined artistic]
talent with great personal g
compassion and warmth to"
create a distinctive musi-
cal career. Mr. Drachman
is increasingly sought-after =
for his solo and chamber
music performances, and as
Founder and Artistic Direc-
tor of the Piatigorsky Foun-

dation has become one of
the most respected authorities on the presentation of live
classical music for diverse audiences everywhere.

~

ailed by The New
York Times as “an
especially impressive fine
pianist,” Richard Dowling
appears regularly across
the United States in solo
recitals, at chamber mu-
sic and jazz/ragtime festi-
vals, and as a guest soloist
in concerto performances
& with orchestras. He has
been acclaimed by audi-
ences for his elegant and exciting style of playing which
earns him frequent return engagements. Mr. Dowling has
presented solo recitals in the Far East, Australia, Africa,
and Europe. Career highlights include a sold-out New
York orchestral debut at Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully
Hall and a solo recital at Carnegie’s Weill Recital Hall in
New York.
Mr. Drachman recorded his first CD, A Frog He
Went a Courting, with pianist Richard Dowling. The
Baltimore Sun wrote of the recording, “Drachman pos-
sesses in abundance two qualities for which his grand-
father was revered: the ability to make the cello imitate
the human singing voice and, even more importantly, the
ability to tell a story.” Following this success, Drachman
and Dowling released a second CD, Infinity, and most
recently a third, Romance and Revelation.

Fellowship Club

Friday, December 18th

Come ye, one and all, to the Friday, December 18th
annual Christmas Fellowship Club festivities in
the Haven. Find a friend you can bring. Find your fes-
tive holiday vest, tie, sweater or scarf to wear. Look
through all your holiday recipes for a favorite hot dish,
salad, or dessert to bring to the sumptuous potluck lun-
cheon. Join us for fellowship at 11:00 am. We'll plan to
eat promptly at 11:30 and begin the program at 12:30.
Our own talented Josh Melson will treat us to a musi-
cal program followed by your chance to sing during
our traditional sing-a-long.
Everyone is welcome to come!

u o Ny

Friday, January 15th
Protecting the Barnegat Bay We all Love
ReClam the Bay is a local non-profit organization
whose mission is to involve and educate the public
about the estuary’s water quality and the integral role
shellfish have in our lives..

Rick Bushnell, president of the group, will join us Jan-

uary 15th to speak about the importance, challenges
and actions of their group to protect the fragile shell-
fish population. He will bring visuals and equipment to
show what they do.
Join us at 11:00 a.m. Bring a sandwich; we provide
the beverage. The program begins at 12:30 p.m. Come
learn how ReClam the Bay works to encourage us to
be good stewards of the bay’s ecosystem.

Choral Concert on January 11th

The Westminster College Choir, a 45 voice choral
group from New Wilmington, Pennsylvania will
perform a wide variety of choral works in the Sanc-
tuary on Monday, January 11th at 7:00 pm.
Volunteers who are willing to host two or
more choir members on Monday night and
bring them to PCTR on Tuesday morning
are needed! If you would be able to do this please
contact Josh Melson at the church, 732-349-1331.

December/January 2010
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December

Adah - December 21st
11:30 am-Mission Room

Elisabeth - December 15th
7:00 pm - Church

Esther - December 8th
10:00 am - Deane Sharp

Eve - December 16th
7:30 pm - Mary Petruski

Joanna - December 16th
6:45 pm - Church

Joy - December 7th
6:30 pm - Dining Out

Leah - December 21st
9:30 am - Renaissance

Lydia - December 15th
7:00 pm - Church

Martha - December 15th
10:30 am - The Haven

Mary - December 15th
12:00 pm -Mission Room

Rachel - December 11th
9:30 a.m. - Mission Room

Rebecca - December 8th
9:30 am - Mission Room

Sarah - December 15th
10:30 am - Mission Room

Dates to Remember:

December 2nd
Bible Study Leaders
1:00 pm - Mission Room

December 7th
Coordinating Team
Meeting

12:30 pm - Mission Room

Presbyterian Women

To Isaac Franz, America was

The Promised Land. Isaac was

a Swede living on the coast of
Finland in the late 1800's. Times
were tough, there was little work,
almost no education. Russia
ruled Finland at that time and
was conscripting men into their
army. Word of a copper rush in
northern Michigan, even bigger
than the California gold rush was
sweeping Europe at the time. The
only hope seemed to be in Amet-
ica. And so, with final partings,
the difficult journey was taken,
over the ocean, into Canada and
down the rivers to a tiny town in
the upper peninsula of Michigan.
Isaac settled into that part of
Dollar Bay known as Swedetown,
a place where other immigrants

from Sweden and Finland resided.

Isaac worked in the copper wire
mill during the day and spent

a good deal of his free time at
Sebbas' Bar until one night the
Lord spoke to him. Isaac roused
the Lutheran minister out of bed,
converted right there on the spot
and devoted the rest of his life to
God. And where best to find the
guidance to lead him but in the
Bible. Now that isn't easy when
you never learned to read either
in English or Swedish. But Isaac
was a determined man and now
with an educated wife, Christina

"You may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the
Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised yon." Deuteronomy 6:3

Backman, who could help, he
undertook the difficult task.
Bible reading and prayer time
were a daily must and Isaac was
one of those who actually fol-
lowed the teachings of the Good
Book. Through all the good and
bad times, raising ten children,
losing one to pneumonia, living
through the Depression, losing
his beloved wife, Isaac looked to
the Lord. The Franz family was
always there to help others, to
be a solid rock in the commu-
nity and church. This was their
Promised IL.and and they took
it quite seriously. It was a gift
from God for which they were
ultimately grateful. And in return
they gave back, devoting their
lives to living out God's promise.
Isaac and Christina are long gone
but not in my memories. When I
make my yearly trek back to that
little town and walk by the old
homestead, I can still hear, in my
memory, songs drifting from the
open window on a warm sum-
mer night. There it is. Grandpa's
singing his favorite-"Standing on
the Promises".
Have a blessed Christmas and
spend the new year standing on
His promises.

Blessings,

Phyllis Klar

Presbyterian Women's

Christmas Covered Dish Luncheon
Monday, December 14th
11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
"The Twelve Months of Christmas"
Please bring a covered dish entree or salad.

December/January 2010 All church women are invited!
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January

Adah - January 18th
11:30 am-Mission Room

Elisabeth - January 19th
7:00 pm - Church

Esther - January 12th
10:00 am - Beverly Gaston

Eve - January 20th
7:30 pm - Ellen Smith

Joanna - January 20th
6:45 pm - Church

Joy - January 18th
7:00 pm - Kirsten Holman

Leah - January 22nd
9:30 am - Renaissance

Lydia - January 20th
7:00 pm - Church

Martha - January 26th
10:00 am - The Haven

Mary - January 26th
12:00 pm -Mission Room

Rachel - January 8th
9:30 a.m. - Mission Room

Rebecca - January 12th
9:30 am - Mission Room

Sarah - January 19th
9:30 am - Haven

Dates to Remember:

December 7th
Coordinating Team
Meeting

12:30 pm - Mission Room

December 2nd
Bible Study Leaders
1:00 pm - Mission Room



Jane Aiken
Margit Aksdal
Jeanette Albert
Jeanette Altieri
Amanda

Gino Amarini
Harold Anderson
Joe Andretta
Leslie Andrews
Alexa Angstar
Rebecca Antunes
Robert Applegate
Sandra Armbruster
The Ascoughs
Tony Aspromonte
Dawn Autullo
Ernie Auerbach
Michael B.
Brenna Baine

Jan & John Baldwin
Judy Barcellona
Glenn Griffith
Barney

Julie Barrett
Mary Barry
Jahcee Barsch
Maura Barsch
Thomas Barstow
Kirsten Barton
Barbara Beck
Ava Beckham
Wanda Becker
Ken Beer

Louise Berardi
Berger Family
Jacob Berkowitz
Joanne Bevins
Isabella Binns
Blackman family
Judy Blazka
Ruth Boeschen
Caroline Bogert
Linda Boisseau
Gail Bozzo

Ellen Briant
Betty Brown
Hillary Brown
Margaret Brown
Mark Brown
Thomas Brown
Victoria Brown
Stacey Burkholder
Jared Burnett
Clinton Burrell
Carol Bush
Cafarelli family
Marie Campbell
Gloria Capadonna
Jack Capano
Ellen Carlock
Isabelle Carmody
Diane Casey
Allyson Castellano
Hannah Ceretti
Ozzie Cerricola
Corey Chaplick
Brooke Charletta
Michael Chillemi
Brian Christensen
Amy Cole

Marie & Richard
Cole

Cheryl D’ Alessio-
Coleman

Bonnie Collett
Nick Colucci
Vincent Connor
Ellen Conners
Ireland Conaghan
Carolyn Cooper
Father Vincent Cop-
pola

Dolores Corona
Robert Crawford
Vanessa Cunha
Harold Dacus
Loretta DeHann
Christopher Dehzad
Joan Delean
Angelo DeMauro
Delores DePasquale
Eugenia Dereamer
Rafael Dhanaher
Dr. Peggy

Jim Dowlen
Patricia Dylla
Grant Edens
Elbert Edwards
Connie Elliot
Emma Ellis

Joyce and John Ernst
Nancy Ernst
Anna Ettinghouse
Stanley Farrington
Camilla Fenton
Tim Fearer

April Ferrante
Sharon Fialkowski
Elizabeth Finter
Carmen Fitzsimmons
Janet Sigrist Fogg
Virginia Forsythe
Paul Foster

Ben Fought
Maizie Fox
Dorothy Friedlander
Lorraine Fritz

Pat Gahm

Helen Gallagher
Donna Garner
Judy Geller

Stella Gendek
Gina Giacobbe
Charles Gibbs
Phil Gigante
James Gilligan
Senta Gilman
Janice Ginter
Gordon Gladden
Daniel Gohring
Diane Golonka
Jeanette Graham
Brenda Grasso
Roseann Grasso
Bill Greene

John Green

John Greger
Anna Gregg

Betty Greig
Catherine Grote
Cheryl Guarnera
Ceil Gunick

Akin Guanzon
Laura Gundlach
Susan Gwiazda

Our Prayer List

Ryan Handberg
Betty Hansen

Lisa Hardifer

Ruth Harms

Art Harris

Ellen Harris

Ed Haye

Mary Helle

Willis Herman
Carol Herzer
Marjorie Heyburn
Ed Hickey
Maureen Hirtis
Bill Hourigan
Steve House

Ben Howard

Dr. Eric Hudson
Ken Hunter
Andrew Innarella
Frederick Ireland
Walter Johnson
Eileen Justus
Jeanette Kaari
Albina Kacmarsky
Dora Karrer

M. Pat Keavney
Donald Keil
Cathy Keleman
Pam Kemble

John Kentin

Carol Kerr

John Morris Kiernan
Nancy King

Jean Kiraly

Bill Kleiber

Doris Koch
Jocelyn Korzon
Evelyn Koy
Kevin Kreb

Kevin Krett
Debbie Lacey
Mary Lynn Lammers
Nancy Lane

Ethel Lang

Irving Lanham
Sally Lanzel

Dr. John Lauria
Julianna Lawrence
Jennifer Lee
Denny Leffingwell
Ann Levell

John Loblein
Lynne Long
Victoria Lorenzo
Norm and Peg Lucas
Nellie Lutsky
Carol Lutz
Winnie Lyness
Gemma and Don Mac-
Carrick

lan MacDonald-Sanzar
Sarah Mackey
Carmela Macolino
Betty Mahaffey
Walter Malinowski
The Mancini family
Bob Mania

Ray Martin

Jenna Marx
Jeanne Mathis
Michael Matosian
Chris Matthews
Terry Matthews

Edith Mayer

Ann Mazzeo
Edythe McCarthy
Virginia McCarthy
Matthew McCormick
Trisha McCormick
Sarah McDermott
Wendy McFarland
Mary McGahey
Petronell McGovern
Thomas McKenna
James McLean
McMann Family
Thomas Mead
Kathy Mertons
Jerry Messana
John Meyer
Sharon Meyer
John Miesowitz
Betty Ann Miller
Brett Miller
Malvina Miller
Natalie & Herb Miller
Ann Montanari
Eleanor Monroe
C. C. Moore

Joan Moran

Lisa Morgan
Patrick Morgan
Pam Morgese
Jeanne Morris
Howard Mueller
Linda Murphy
Vincent Musico
Frank Nagle

Allan Nelson
Doris Neumann
Robert Newland
Richard & Jean Nichols
Wendy Nicholson
Thomas Nivison
Noah

Michael Norman
JoAnne Norris
Eleanor Nylander
Marvin Oakerson
Darin, Brian & Christine
O’Donnell

Ruth Orbin

Irene Organdy
Tom Qlrich

Marie Orr

Elsa Osborne
Diane Oswall
Mark Own

T. J. Paar

Faith Paglucci
Alan Palm
Melissa Pantalone
Renee Panter
Virginia Parent
Joe Park

Judith Parker
Larry Parker

Mary Lou Parker
Randy Parker
Austin Parrish
William Pearce
Nancy Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Peel
Heather Pellecchia
Lee Pereria

Bette Perkowski

Robert Petty
Monica Jean Petyo
Andrew Phebus
Josi Poli

Michael Polich
Ann Marie Poll
Neil Prothers
Robin Pucci

Faye Purcell
Kathy Rahner
Carly Joan Raso
Lynda Rasper
Karen Reid

Curt Reinheimer
Aiden Edward Reis
AnneMae Relph
Ricci Family
Eileen Riley

Tom and Kathy Riley
Rachel Robertson
Robert Roemer
Matthew Romano
Joan Ross
Michael Rubin
William Rudman
Susan Ryder
Alice Salvesen
Louis Sangiuolo
Ramona Santiago
Theresa Sasak
Bernice Saylor
Michael Schlitte
Daniel Schmitz
Brady Schower
Caroline Schreiner
Neil Schwartz
Charles Schweitzer
Bill Scratchley
Amanda Seaman
Debra Seaman
Ashley Seaman
John Seccasico
Marilyn Seder
John Semanchick
lan Senzari

Maria Serrano
Jackie Seugling
Dr. Robert Sexton
John Shaffery
Alice Shannon
John Shapiro
Richard Sharkey
Ricky Shaw

Tim Shea
Beverly Shepherd
Kitty Sheytani
Warren Sienon
Gary Slider

Jim Slocum

Clara Sue Smith
Damian Smith
Jerry Smith
Kathleen Smith
Patty Smith
Roman Smith
Wayne Smith
Ann Sopchek
Cynthia Spaulding
Kathy Stankina
Bill Stecher
Jenny Stetson
Robert P. Stevens
Marietta Stevenson

Helen Stewart
Mervin Stines

Bill Stolte Sr.

Bill Stolte

Evelyn Stratten
Connie Sullivan
Brian Swedberg
Greg Szamari
Cathy Taylor
Raymond Taylor
Kim Terry

Yvonne Terry
Andy Teeter
Brittany Teufel
Michael Thees
Blanche Thompsen
Emily Roberts Thomp-
son

Mary Ann Thompson
Laura Thompson
Robert Thompson
Arlene Thoms
Theresa Thomson
Rev. Dierdre Thomson
Don Totten
Patricia Trewern
Joe Troudt

Tony Turner

Rev. Jim Twerdy
Sharon Tyrone
Tom Ulrich

Susan Untroria
Nancy VanDerham
Vanessa Van Derveer
Anne Verwey

John Vines, Sr.
Debbie Voorhees
Judy Voorhees
Richard Vorhees
Rick Wagner
Robert Wagner
Kristen Walker
James Wall

John Ward

Barbara Waterhouse
Norma Weber

Pam Webster

Don Wedding
Destiny Weeks
Cliff Weimer

Janet Weisman
Louisa West

Jenny Whittaker
Yvonne Whitaker
Margaret Whitehead
Valerie Whiting
Warren Wilentz
Albert Williams
Williams Family
Grace Williamson
Rebecca Wilson
Melanie Winters
Jessica Wolsfer
Alma Woods
Raymond Wunschel
George Wurster
Harold Wycoff
Myrtle Yacullo
Edna Yerks

Billie Young
Theresa Z.

Kristin Walker
George Zaragasu
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Get Ready for Christmas
Luncheon
Sunday, December 6th
Immediately following the
11:30 Service

As we gather together we will share a pizza lunch and help
families make their own advent wreath. This advent wreath
will help you focus on the true meaning of Christmas as you
light the candle each night.

All supplies will be provided. We promise your Advent
Wreath will be “one of a Rind” and very special to you because
you’'ll makRe it!
Activities for younger children are
planned and your child can be one of the
people from the nativity. Bring your camera!

$10.00 per family
$5.00 additional if you need an
an Advent Wreath wire form
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